
Famous for:
 After first finding fame on

’Ukraines got Talent’ Verba

specialise in creating theatre out of

shadow and light. Resulting in

multi award winning performances

with worldwide tours. 

Theatre work:
Over the years of performances,

shadow theatre VERBA gained

recognition and love from children

and adults to its art that

consequently led to creation of

unique shadow project

#familyshow: “Shadow

Hollywood”, “Kingdom of

Shadows” and “Shadow Space” –

three complete concert programs.

The theatre practitioner we are focusing on in

this months issue links really well with our

Devising Den & Watch of The Week. It is the

incredibly imaginative Verba Shadow Theatre
Company! 
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Main Dramatic Theory:
-Visual effects: Shadow

work.
-Strong physical theatre

- Movement
-Using music to inspire

movements
- Body as prop 

-Lighting effects

.
Shadow puppets can be dated all the way back to China in

the 7th Century, that’s over 1400 years ago! In Britain
puppetry is believed to have started in the 1600s which is a

lot later than in China.



Over the years shadow puppets have been made from many
materials including paper, leather and even donkey skin!

You can easily create shadow theatre with any resources at
home! 

 
 

The Devising DenThe Devising DenThe Devising Den      

Watch the following video and create
your own shadow theatre! Think of a
really simple narrative that you can

create easy puppet silhouettes and get
the whole family involved! 

 We here at The Drama Maga-

Scene have a love for

alternative ways of theatre.

Verba Shadow Theatre Company

have a plethora of Shadow

Theatre Performances  on their

YouTube. 
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The Gateacre drama department recently took their KS4
and KS5 students on a theatre trip to see George Orwell's
'Animal Farm' at the playhouse in liverpool. The students
and department were all equally in awe at the puppetry
work that was showcased in the performance. So, it is
only fitting that this months career is a puppeteer!

A puppeteer is a person who designs, creates and dresses

puppets, and who uses puppets to stage a live performance to

entertain others. Puppetry is the art of making puppets and

presenting puppet shows. Puppets are small figures which are

designed to be manipulated by hand or by wires for the

purposes of entertainment.

T O B Y  O L I É



T o b y  i s  a  d i r e c t o r ,  d e s i g n e r  a n d  p e r f o r m e r  o f  p u p p e t r y ,  h e
c r e a t e s  i n v e n t i v e  a n d  e n g a g i n g  w o r k  t h a t  i g n i t e s  t h e

i m a g i n a t i o n .  W h i l s t  t r a i n i n g  i n  p u p p e t r y  a t  t h e  R o y a l
C e n t r a l  S c h o o l  o f  S p e e c h  a n d  D r a m a  h e  b e c a m e  i n v o l v e d  i n
t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  W a r  H o r s e  a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  T h e a t r e .  O n

l e a v i n g  t h e  s h o w  a s  a  p e r f o r m e r  i n  2 0 1 1  h e  w a s  m a d e  a n
a s s o c i a t e  p u p p e t r y  d i r e c t o r .  I n  2 0 1 3  h e  c o - d i r e c t e d  T h e

E l e p h a n t o m  w i t h  f e l l o w  o r i g i n a l  W a r  H o r s e  p u p p e t e e r  F i n n
C a l d w e l .




THEATRE NEWSTHEATRE NEWS

The success of The Elephantom led to the pair co-founding Gyre &
Gimble, a theatre company that places puppetry at the centre of its

storytelling. Their productions include The Four Seasons: A
Reimagining, a theatrical response to Vivaldi’s pictorial masterpiece
for Shakespeare’s Globe and a UK tour of The Hartlepool Monkey, an

anarchic new comedy based on the infamous urban myth of the
same name. As well as creating puppetry for productions including 







CAREER OF THE MONTHCAREER OF THE MONTHCAREER OF THE MONTH

T H E  D R A M A  M A G A - S C E N E  B Y
 G A T E A C R E  S C H O O L  D R A M A  D E P A R T M E N T

What's on in Liverpool

TO READ moreTO READ moreTO READ more
about Tobyabout Tobyabout Toby
Olié scan theOlié scan theOlié scan the
qr code to beqr code to beqr code to be
taken to histaken to histaken to his

website!website!website!

Theatre Review Time!

Michael Morpurgo’s Running Wild (Chichester Festival Theatre, Regent’s Park
Open Air Theatre & UK tour) and the macabre new musical The Grinning Man

(Bristol Old Vic & West End).

Here at The Maga-Scene HQ we LOVE getting theatre reviews!

This one is from Mia Davies-Pinto in Year 9 who was lucky

enough to see Hamilton which is doing a run on The West

End in London! Mia also sent us a great picture of the

hamilton set! Thank you so much mia!

'The theatre was gorgeous and
the performance from the actors
was phenomenal. Being so close
to the stage and the orchestra pit

was an amazing feeling and
furthered the experience.'

http://www.gyreandgimble.com/

